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Minor Uses - definition

Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 – Article 3(26):

Use of a plant protection product in a particular 

Member State on plants or plant products which 

are:

(a) not widely grown in that Member State,

or

(b) widely grown to meet an exceptional plant 

protection need



Minor Uses - Importance

Only 3% of the cultivated area, but representing

22% of the value of the entire EU plant production 

value.

Across the EU these minor crops represent a

value of more than 70 billion Euros per year.



It Starts with the Pests!



From ‘Minor crops’ to 

‘Speciality crops’!



Minor Use Problem

SALES DATA COSTS



Coordination Facility 

 Report on the establishment of an independent
Coordination Facility on minor uses which is co-funded
by the Commission.

 Hosted by EPPO (in Paris) and jointly funded by the EU
and by the governments of France, Germany and the
Netherlands. Initially for a period of 3 years.

 Coordinator started 1 September 2015. Fully staffed 1 
November 2016. 

 Coordination Facility will work for all Member States.
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Commodity Expert Groups

Currently there are 7 Commodity Expert Groups(CEG):

 CEG fruit and vegetables

 CEG ornamentals

 CEG tobacco

 CEG rice

 CEG hops

 CEG seeds

 CEG mushrooms

 Focus in CEG is (still) very much on chemical solutions!



Coordination Facility - Mission

The mission of the Facility is 'to enable farmers
in the EU to produce high quality crops by
filling minor uses gaps through efficient
collaboration to improve availability of
chemical and non-chemical tools within an
integrated pest management (IPM) framework’.



Definition of "non-chemical

methods"

 Sustainable Use Directive:

‘Non-chemical methods’ means alternative methods

to chemical pesticides for plant protection and pest

management, based on agronomic techniques, or 

physical, mechanical or biological pest control 

methods. 



Activities Coordination Facility



Member States and Stakeholders
(growers, industry, international organisations)



Activities Coordination Facility

 Maintain and update website



Minor Uses Newsletters



EUMUDA
European Minor Uses Database

What information can I find in EUMUDA?

 A compiled list of minor uses needs from Member 

States. 

 An overview of ongoing projects and their status.

 A table of crop acreages. 

 Reference lists of what are considered ‘minor uses’ in 

different Member States.

Not all information on individual projects is accessible for 

everybody. The MUCF is working on rules for access rights 

and confidentiality. 



EUMUDA –
a reference tool for Minor Uses
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And access to useful information by country
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Minor Use table of needs
Update October 2017 – GMUS Survey

You can easily sort and filter information.

With a « priority score » you can easily

point out most frequent and urgent 

Minor uses needs



Minor Use table of needs
Update October 2017 – GMUS Survey

You can export your

result in an excel file



Minor Use table of needs
Update October 2017 – GMUS Survey

You can also find the analysis of the most

urgent and frequent Minor Use needs in 

Europe, realised in October 2017 for the GMUS 

survey. Norway and 14 Member States have 

participated in this survey



Work programmes

The list of work programmes is

publicly available



Work programmes
With a login and a password, 

Commodity experts can open 

their projects (work programmes)
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Next Steps for MUCF and 

EUMUDA

 Encourage all Member States to send their information 

on a regular basis

 National Minor Uses list of needs with priorities,

 National List of references (Minor crops, Minor Uses, 

useful links, etc.)

 Encourage all Member States to participate in projects, 

generate and share data 

 Next development in Eumuda will be to develop specific

work programmes for non-chemical solutions within an 

integrated pest management (IPM) framework



MUCF long-term funding

 Currently, the funding of the Coordination Facility 

has been guaranteed by France, Germany and the 

Netherlands for the first three years. 

 Already several other Member States have 

indicated their willingness to contribute to the 

funding of the Coordination Facility. 

 It is clear that minor uses problems will not all be 

resolved in three years, 

 A mid-/long-term planning (5-10 years) and a 

strategy how other Member States can contribute, 

has been prepared.
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